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NEWS ITEMS 

The University of California is engaged in negotiating an ex- 
change of professors for 1919-1920 with the University of Madrid. 
In case it is arranged, Professor Bolton will exchange for Pro- 
fessor Rafael Altamira. A committee of the University of Cali- 
fornia, of which Professor Chapman is chairman, is negotiating 
a similar exchange with the Chilean government. 

Professor Charles E. Chapman of the University of California 
and Professor R. G-. Cleland of Occidental College, Los Angeles, 
are writing a general history of California, which they expect to 
have ready for the press in 1920. 

The Association has received as a gift from the Society three 
volumes of Historical Collections of the Joseph Habersham Chap- 
ter, Daughters of the American Revolution (Atlanta, Georgia). 
They contain hitherto unpublished lists of Revolutionary sol- 
diers, lists of emigrants, marriage bonds and records, death 
notices, family sketches, and general genealogical material. 

Soldiers' and Sailors' Memorials. — The Dallas News of Febru- 
ary 14, 1919, printed an outline of the plans for the erection of 
a million dollar memorial auditorium by Dallas city and county. 
In the News of February 23, tentative plans for a memorial hall 
at Southern Methodist University were set forth. Plans for the 
Caldwell County Soldier Boys' Memorial Hall, to be built at Lock- 
hart, are contained in the San Antonio Express of March 2. 

The Texas Legislature has enacted a law making it the duty of 
the commissioners courts to provide suitable record books, and 
requiring county clerks to record therein the "official discharge 
of each soldier, sailor or other person resident in the county who 
served at home or abroad in the army or navy forces of the United 
States" in the recent war. 

The means of communication between Texas points on the Gulf 
coast with points in the United States have at all times played 
an important part in the history of Texas. Almost nothing has 
been written concerning the developments of traffic through Texas 
ports. Mr. Ben C. Stuart contributed two articles upon this sub- 
ject to the Galveston News. One published January 12, 1919, 
deals with several of the steamboat lines active between 1834 and 
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1880; the other published January 26 gives a sketch of Captain 
William Scrimgeour, who died January 23, 1919, and of his career 
during the Civil War. 

The American Historical Review, January, 1919, contains two 
letters from Sam Houston, dated "Wigwam Neosho 15th Dec. 
1830." The contributor of these letters states that Wigwam 
Neosho was located "on the west bank of the Neosho, a short dis- 
tance above its junction with the Arkansas, and nearly opposite 
Fort Gibson." One of the letters is addressed to Secretary of 
War Eaton, the other to President Jackson; both recommend Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Pryor, a soldier of the Battle of New Orleans, for 
appointment as subagent for the Osages. 

Colonel E. T. Milner publishes in the Rusk County News, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1919, an interesting article on "The Old San Antonio 
and Nacogdoches Road." 

A portrait of Judge W. L. Davidson of the Court of Criminal 
Appeals was presented to the court by the lawyers of Waco and 
Cameron, on March 19, 1919. The portrait was painted by Miss 
Anna Lorenz of Cameron. 

On February 28, 1919, the State Senate accepted a portrait of 
Stephen F. Austin, presented to the State by Mr. Guy M. Bryan 
of Houston. The portrait now hangs in the Senate Chamber; it 
was painted in New Orleans in 1836'. 

Texas History Teachers' Bulletin, VII, Number 1 (November, 
1918), is devoted to a discussion of war history in the high school. 
The contents comprises reports from the teachers of history in 
eight Texas high schools and a bibliography for the study of the 
war. 

The Dallas Art Association, on March 1, 1919, unveiled a me- 
morial tablet to Elizabeth Patterson Kiest, who had served well 
the Association as treasurer from its organization in 1903 until 
1917. The summary of the addresses made on this occasion and 
printed in the News of March 2 give a short account of the work 
and history of this body. 

Under the title "Stories illustrate the many-sided character of 
General Sam Houston," Mr. E. G. Littlejohn contributes to the 
Galveston News of March 2, 1919. a collection of anecdotes. In 
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most instances the source whence these anecdotes were taken is 
given. 

'Uurleson a leader in Congress and out" is the title of an 
article in the Dallas News of March 2, 1919. It presents a re- 
view of the Postmaster General's rise in politics and some of his 
work in Congress. 

Miss Lucy Erath, daughter of the late Major George Bernard 
Erath, is engaged in the preparation of a biography of her father. 

A tribute to the late Mrs. Julia de Zavala by Mrs. Laura V. 
Grinnan was published in the Galveston News of January 7, 1919. 

A sketch of the life of Samuel Thompson Poster, a pioneer of 
Southwest Texas, who died at his home in Laredo, January 8, 
1919, was published in the Galveston News of January 12. 

Dr. Ashley W. Fly, mayor of Galveston from 1893 to 1899, 
and more recently a member of the Board of Eegents of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, died January 24, 1919. 

Christopher C. Slaughter, cattleman, banker, philanthropist, 
died at his home in Dallas, January 25, 1919. 

Alexander Cockrell of Dallas died February 24, and John Pur- 
vis Daggett of Fort Worth died February 25, 1919. Each saw 
his native city grow from a frontier village to its present urban 
dimensions. 

Bryan Thomas Barry, three times mayor of Dallas, died in that 
city March 5, 1919. The News of the day following presents a 
sketch of his life, and an editorial tribute was printed a few days 
later. 

Mrs. Belle Sherman Kendall, daughter of General Sidney Sher- 
man, hero of the battle of San Jacinto, died at her home in Hous- 
ton, March 9, 1919. Mrs. Kendall was one of the founders of the 
Carnegie Library in Houston and was always active in every move- 
ment looking to the betterment of community welfare. 

Mrs. Eugenia Barrett, daughter of Adolphus Sterne, died at 
the home of her grandson, Mr. J. C. Tolman, in Houston, March 
5, 1919. 

W. Jack Bryan, son of the late Colonel Guy M. Bryan, died at 
his home in Houston, March 14, 1919. 



